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This issue is published on the first day of the
Annual Communication which will be covered
in the August issue. This has been a very busy
and active Masonic year around the world and I
am sure that the Grand Lodge meeting at its new
l o ca t i o n i n Tr u r o w i ll b e a s u c c e s s f u l
culmination of M.W.Bro.Cody’s year as Grand
Master.
I would personally like to take this
opportunity of thanking him for his support of
the Nova Scotia Freemason and the support of
all who have taken the time to submit articles
and photographs over the past year.
- Ed.
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THE GRAND MASTER’S MESSAGE

THE GRAND MASTERS
CORNER: A VIEW FROM
THE GRAND EAST
22 April 2018
My brothers, as I write my
last report for the
Freemason Ma gazine as
your Grand Master, I am
struck by several thoughts. The
first is how blessed we are to have so many
wonderful members in our fine Lodges that
are dotted over the entire face of Nova
Scotia. It is you who breathe life into these
organizations, who do the hard work in the
corners and who are responsible for so much
good being done in the places where we live.
Well done to all of you!

recommendations have been approved and it
is now time to turn them into policy as to the
way ahead into the future. I wish the
members of that subcommittee well in their
endeavours over the next several months.

BOARD OF GENERAL PURPOSES
I spoke about this Board in my last article.
The members of the Board of General
Purposes have certainly earned my respect
over the course of my four years attending
these meetings. Hard working, they bring the
views of our brotherhood from all corners of
the jurisdiction to the table and labour on the
various studies that are called for.

MEMBERSHIP GAINS THIS YEAR?
There seems to be a bit of resurgence in
interest across the board in Freemasonry
these days. We are seeing candidates in
Lodges that have not seen them in many
years. Could this be a result of the work of
the Public Relations Committee? These
Brothers have laboured long and hard, and
one of its members, Rt. Wor. Bro. Ron
MacNeil who is in charge of the floats that
are used in parades these past four years
should be very proud of his eﬀorts. I do not
have the answer to the question if it is as a
result of the increased favourable publicity we
get at the parades we attend, but I do not
wish to cease these activities to find the
answer to this one. Well done Bro. Ron to you
and your hard working band of helpers! Look
for them at a parade near you this summer.
Chances are they will be there making new
friends on behalf of The Grand Lodge of
Nova Scotia.

LONG
RANGE
PLANNING
COMMITTEE
You will no doubt recall the hard working,
Very Worshipful Brother John Cameron, who
travelled each corner of the Province in the
last year and a half, soliciting your views on
just HOW we should march into the future.
How do we wish to present ourselves to the
public, how we do business, and even more
cutting, what changes we should be making as
we move into the future?
His final report captured most of us on the
Board as to the depths he plumbed to get
answers to some of the toughest questions
facing Freemasonry in Nova Scotia today. The
report has been tabled, Bro. Cameron’s

POLICY ON THE USE OF ELECTRONIC
MEDIA
There are more things going on in the PR
Committee than just the Parade Float. The
members laboured monthly over the last year
on the preparation of a policy which would
give guidance to Lodges and individual
Masons on how they should approach the use
of Electronic Media.
This could have become a serious issue
for Freemasonry in general, as we already had
evidence that Lodge members were taking
matters into their own hands and sending
information to Facebook and the Twitter
Universe without paying attention to any
policy guidance. There was simply none in
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place. Under the direction of Most Worshipful
Brother Reo Matthews, the Chair of the PR
Committee, these brothers worked one
Saturday of every month, to come up with a
sensible and manageable policy. This policy
was completed this past fall, reviewed and
blessed by the members of the Board, and the
policy is now in the hands of all Lodges for
their guidance.
Remember Brethren, the Grand Lodge
has no objections to the use of this new method of
communicating. It is however, a matter of
communicating in accordance with our simple
guidelines in order to protect ourselves from
all manner of events that could easily
overcome us. I recognize the contributions of
considerable eﬀort on the part of Wor.
Brother James Logan, Brother Dominic
Nolasco and Brother Oleg Lights, and I thank
them for their time and eﬀort put into this
endeavour.
WIDOWS SONS RIDING ASSOCIATION
Some of you may have heard that we worked
with the Widows Sons Riding Association
chapters across the Province over the last few
months. I wanted to find out for myself just
what it is all about. As expected, I found a
group of riding enthusiasts who thoroughly
enjoy the friends they make in other Lodges
through this hobby of theirs. I found nothing
to sug gest that we should curtail their
operations, and I subsequently sent the
Chapter Presidents a letter stating such. They
are like other aﬃliated Masonic organizations.
It is just another way in which Masons who
ride can express themselves and their pride in
Freemasonry. So ride on lads, and remember
to guard your western gates while you are at it.
MY HEALTH
I know that you were all very concerned for
me when I suﬀered a stroke two years ago in
May. It has unfortunately left me with a
couple pf deficits. Most noticeably is my
inability to retain memory work, which has

caused me a few embarrassing moments this
year, and sometimes my emotions get the
better of me.
I want to publicly thank you all for
your warm wishes while this has been going
on, and acknowledge the Brothers who ride
with me to my various meetings around the
Province. Principle among them was Right
Worshipful Brother Don Evans who served as
my driver and Grand Director of Ceremonies,
along with the Grand Chaplain Bob
Chapman, the Senior and Junior Grand
Wardens George Grant and John Dollimount,
the Deputy Grand Master Jim Luddington,
and of course our Grand Secretary, Dan
Campbell. I thank you all my Brothers for
lending me this assistance. I drew strength
from you and together we managed to get
through the program relatively unscathed. A
tip of the Grand Masters Bonnet to you all! ☺
Approximately six months after I had this
first medical excursion, I also was stricken
with Meniere’s disease. One catches it from a
Virus so I am told. Mine hit me over the
Christmas season during a raging snowstorm
on the 27th of December 2015. My wife took
me to the hospital ER that evening, and it is a
night that will remain with me forever.
Unfortunately, Meniere’s eﬀects surfaced a
few times in various Lodges I was visiting. I
was surprised to find out that there are several
Masons who also suﬀer from this disease, who
recognized what was happening to me as soon
as it hit me. The eﬀects can last anywhere
from 30 minutes to several hours. Longer
lasting eﬀects include loss of hearing in one
ear.
I am happy to tell you that I have now
learned how to manage it. What food I should
stay away from, getting rid of as much caﬀeine
as I can, going lightly on the red wine and
chocolate, ensuring I get my rest and keeping
myself fit. For if I do not, I will have more
excursions into Meniere’s clutches.
I also think that as we are all getting a
bit older with the passing of each year, that we

PAGE 4

THE NOVA SCOTIA FREEMASON

VOL.7 ISSUE 6

could all perhaps accept a word of
encouragement from one who has recently
joined your ranks. There is no reason on earth
why any of us should feel obliged to attend
Lodge on a winter’s night when we aren’t
feeling 100%. We must all learn to accept the
warning signs for exactly what they are.
Warning signs, and to slow down a pace or
two before that warning sign becomes your
final warning.
I also now have a handy dandy barely
noticeable hearing aid. I thought you would
all enjoy hearing that my new hearing aid will
also answer my cell phone. My coat pocket
has rung a couple of times from the cloak
rooms of Lodges, and my cell picking it up
will start yacking in my ear. So I just want all
of you to know this was often times the
source of the funny look on my face, talking
to people who just weren’t there when I was
outside of the Lodge room, and hastily
removing the hearing aid from my ear. Fun
and games.

and pretty soon the standards begin to rise
across the Board. I encourage each and every
one of you to keep up the very good work I
have so often seen this past 12 months.
And so it is time to bid you adieu. On
behalf of my wife Jackie and my travelling
companions from the Grand Lodge, I thank
each and every one of you for the manner in
which we were welcomed and treated on our
visits.
And of course, how could I not thank
the UGLE once again for their hospitality
while in the United Kingdom representing
each and every one of you. To our hotel hosts
and to the Grand Master himself, I extend my
deepest thanks for an absolutely wonderful
Masonic experience.
Farewell my Brothers and I look
forward to seeing you all again somewhere
during my future travels.
Sincerely and fraternally,

MY YEAR IN THE EAST
If I had to describe my year in the Oriental
chair of King Solomon, it would be a truly
great experience. A year sounds like a long
time, but it really isn’t when you are visiting a
Lodge somewhere in Nova Scotia three or
four nights a week. It has been my distinct
pleasure to have visited you in your Lodges,
wherever they are located across this great
Province of ours. Your welcomes were all
exceptionally warm, your meetings are
growing crisper by the month as I had
implored you to make them, and I must say
the degree work is becoming much better by
the month. Some of you I am aware had not
done degree work for several years in your
Lodges, and yet, there you were initiating new
candidates, and in fine form as well I might
add.
This is the strength of this
organization of ours. We all help each other
with the things we might be challenged with,
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WHY WE DO SOME OF THE THINGS WE DO

There are words and phrases that are recited
in our ritual so often and so mechanically as to
have lost all sense of meaning. I would like to
take a few moments to examine just two of
them in this paper. They are "temple" and
"neither barefoot nor shod".
During the opening ritual of our
Lodges, the Senior Warden when asked,
replies that we meet “in a place representing
the .... of King Solomon’s Temple”; - the
wording of the space being appropriate to
each degree. I intend to briefly reflect on the
Temple as a Holy ground and then move on to
another ritual.
The Great Architect of The Universe
had given very specific instructions and
measurements for the design and building of
the Temple (Books of Hebrews and Kings of
the Old Testament). Learned Masons like Sir
Isaac Newton and Sir Christopher Wren were
obsessed with the search for the Biblical
dimensions of Solomon’s Temple in an eﬀort
to gain the lost knowledge of the ancients
which they believed would be revealed if they
1

were successful. Also, historically, Masons did
refer to their Lodge buildings as "Temples"
but in order to appease the public that they
were not a religious society they instead used
the word “Lodges". But those two statements
are subjects for another day.
Our opening prayer in Lodge is an
invocation to the Great Architect of the
Universe to be in our “midst and bless us” in
all that we do and say. In our closing prayer we
beseech The Great Architect to "continue to
us Thy presence, protection and blessing".
The Great Architect then is in our presence
and it follows that any place where God is,
must be considered Holy ground. It is also
understood to be a place of refuge, a place of
reverence, a place of safety, a sanctuary. The
Lodge room therefore is Holy Ground, and
our thoughts, words and actions should always
be reflective of that space. Holy Ground (that

2
space permeated by The Great Architect)
doesn’t have to be a physical building. As
recorded in the third chapter of Exodus when
Moses approached the burning bush on the
side of the mountain: The Lord spoke to
Moses and stated that Moses should take oﬀ
his sandals for the ground upon which he
stood was Holy Ground. It could be assumed
then that Holy Ground isn’t so much a
physical thing as it is an idea or it is the
presence of the Great Architect that makes it
Holy.
Throughout our Ritual and especially
in the Middle Chamber Lecture we are
reminded that we as Masons are “builders not
of a material edifice, but of a Temple more
glorious than that of Solomon. A temple of
honour, of justice of purity and of truth...”.
My brothers, - that temple is no other than
ourselves. The Great Architect of the
Universe is within us as we invoke his
presence to be with us. So, let us remember, as
we approach the centre of the Lodge, we walk
on Holy Ground remembering that the very
first words we spoke in a Masonic Lodge were
invocations to the Great Architect of the
Universe, indicating that ; "Your trust being in
3
God, your faith is well founded". And when
we depart the physical realm of the Lodge
room remember that as our spiritual temple is
within us, we are always in the presence of the
Great Architect. Let us ever speak and act as
such.
When asked how a candidate should
be prepared the Senior Steward's reply is
"neither barefoot nor shod”. The removal of
footwear has long been a religious and cultural
tradition in many societies around the world.
So, what is the reasoning behind this tradition
from a Masonic application?
Shoes have always played a role in
history and culture. Everyone knows the story
of Cinderella and the glass slipper, or the tale
of Puss and Boots. Remember Dorothy's
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magic ruby shoes in the Wizard of Oz?
Language is littered with references to shoes.
We wait for the other shoe to drop or try to
experience life in another person's shoes. One
has big shoes to fill when he takes on a new
challenge and walk a mile in his shoes. There
is the phrase, "if the shoe fits, wear it."
Shoe design can indicate a person's wealth
and social position, as reflected in the quality
o f m a te r i a l o r t h e co m p l e x i t y o f t h e
workmanship used to make shoes. Shoes can
show membership in a particular group, like
cowboy boots or motorcycle boots. High
heels make a social statement, as do a sensible
pair of Oxfords. Celebrities are known for the
number of pairs they own. What one does
with shoes also makes a statement. For
example, throwing shoes at someone is an
insult in some cultures.
What was normal dress for Jews in
ancient days with regard to shoes? Sandals
apparently were worn in Israel from the
earliest times.... though ordinary persons are
generally represented as barefoot. Shoes were
also of symbolic significance, as may be seen
from the legal practice of removing the shoe
and presenting it held aloft to confirm
publicly levirate marriage rights or obligations
... (Deut. 25:9; Ruth 4:7). A Levirate marriage
is a type of marriage in which the brother of a
deceased man is obliged to marr y his
brother's widow, and the widow is obliged to
marr y her deceased husband's brother.
Levirate marriage has been practiced by
societies with a strong clan structure in which
marriage outside of the clan was forbidden. It
has been known to be the practice in many
societies around the world. This removal of
the sandal is known as the Rite of
Discalceation. To be un-sandaled was to be
dispossessed.
If the removal of the shoe denotes a
loss of dignity; if the shoe serves as a symbol
of transfer of property; if the shoe is not to be
worn in certain places; – then it seems that
the shoe was both a symbol of dignified dress
and at the same time was associated with dust

and thus unfit for holy places and holy
ground.
As explained in the preceding
paragraphs the Lodge is Holy Ground; hence
the removal of the shoes removes trace of the
profane. Shoes after all protect our feet on all
sorts of journeys. Moses ascent of Mt. Sinai
(Horeb) must have been an arduous one with
many steps taken on uncertain footing. As
stated above, some religious practices require
the removal of footwear and in some cases
require the washing of the feet. (Recall to
mind the Christ washing the disciple’s feet in
Christian belief.) But perhaps we have been
thinking about this incorrectly all along.
Perhaps the Great Architect did not direct
Moses to bare his feet because they would
profane the holy ground; - but rather because
they might limit his contact with the holy
ground. The sandal or shoe can be viewed as
an insulator, protecting the individual.
Perhaps the God of Moses wanted him to
connect to the Earth, feel the sacredness of it
between his toes. Perhaps to shed the
protections we devise for ourselves that he
never intended and to become vulnerably
within his presence.
The removal of the candidate’s shoe
during our Masonic Ritual symbolizes
humility. It signifies that meekness we all
should display before a greater or supreme
power. It proves that we are about to enter
upon something that has not been defiled by
something unworthy. It tells us we are about
to tread upon “Holy Ground.” It sets the
tone, not onl y for initiation, but for
advancement in the degrees to follow.
But the Rite of Discalceation, (from
the Latin "discalceatus", unshod) as it is
called, has another significance than that of
giving testimony of sincerity of intentions.
Preparation for the Masonic initiation is a
wholly symbolic matter, but with deeper and
greater meanings. The hidden meaning of the
rite is perhaps even more important than the
initial explanations of the meaning.
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1) The Genesis of Freemasonry; David Harrison.
2) Standing on Holy Ground; Jason Dias, New
Externalist, Dec17/13.
3.) NS Authorized Ritual 6th Edition; page 20.
3) The Craft and It’s Symbols, Opening The Door to
Masonic Symbolism; Allen Roberts.
So Mote It Be
John Cameron
John Albro Lodge #122, GLNS

Pro p e r D re s s f o r Ma s o n i c L o d g e
meetings
Brethren I have seen, in my Masonic travels, an ever
increasing trend towards casual dress at
Masonic Meetings. In the book on Protocol
and Etiquette (page 22) one can find direction
on the proper dress for Lodge meetings.
There are diﬀerent levels of dress listed,
which I will get into in a moment, but
nowhere is "casual dress" listed. This would
indicate that casual dress is inappropriate at a
Masonic Lodge meeting! There are no
provisions made for special occasions or for
climatic conditions.
There are three levels of dress listed,
and they are: Business Dress; Morning Suit;
and Formal Dress
I would suggest that casual dress is
acceptable during a number of Lodge
activities but, as I have noted, NOT during
"Open Lodge". There will be exceptions to
this of course. For example; if a Brother
shows up directly from work and he is not in a
suit, the Master may choose to admit him if
properly clothed (apron, etc.) and rightly so.
Better to admit the Brother than to turn him
away. I am referring to a general rule. It is
my hope that this helps clarify the dress
requirements for Masonic Lodge meetings.
Gerald Settle
GP - GLNS
PM, #122 / #108 / JW, #138
SD, Sophia Perennis UD

What is the appropriate dress for a
meeting?
There is a philosophy in dress as in many other
things, and the dress proper to Masonic occasion is
no exception. Its principle is good taste; its practice
is to wear such attire as shows respect to the order
(brotherhood) and expresses the dignity of Masonry.
The suggestions given below are a general guide to
the correct dress; protocol in Masonry is not
designed to make members feel uncomfortable or
embarrassed. The following provides guidance as to
proper dress for Evening Lodge Meetings (ELM),
Daytime Lodge Meetings (DLM), Church Services
(CS) and Memorial Services (MS): Business Dress
(S) - is usually a suit or sports jacket and trousers,
with a shirt and tie. Semi-formal Dress (T) - is the
traditional black tuxedo suit. Either a black
cummerbund or a black waistcoat is usual with a
black bow tie. White shirt with lie down or wing tip
collar; white gloves. Morning Suit (M) - is a long
cutaway charcoal grey or black coat; grey and black
striped trousers with a pearl grey vest. The shirt
should be plain white with a lie down collar and a
grey and black striped tie; a wing collar with an
Ascot is also proper, but should not be worn with a
lie down collar. A Director’s suit is an acceptable
alternative. Grey gloves should be worn.Formal
Dress (F) - consists of a black coat jacket with tails
and satin peak lapels, black trousers with a satin side
stripe; white shirt, white vest and white tie, all pique;
white gloves.
GLNS Protocol and Etiquette 2010
ELM

DLM

CS

MS

F

M

M/S

S

F/T

M/T

M/S

S

ELECTED
GRAND LODGE
OFFICERS

F

M

M/S

S

APPOINTED
GRAND LODGE
OFFICERS

T

T

S

S

LODGE
OFFICERS

T

T

S

S

OTHER LODGE
MEMBERS

S

S

S

S

GRAND
MASTER
PAST GRAND
MASTERS
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FROM THE DEPUTY GRAND MASTER

The following article was
submitted for publication by
the DGM
A Look From Within:
A Look at Prince Hall
Freemasonry
b y Re v e r e n d Ja n L .
Beaderstadt, E.P., P.C., P.M.
This paper was presented to the
Michigan Lodge of Research and Information No. 1 on
Saturday September 16, 5995 A.L. and was published
from Point-to-Pointe, the oﬃcial publication of the Grand
Lodge of Michigan.
It was a beautiful sunny morning when I pulled
up and parked next to the Detroit Masonic
Temple. The sounds of the city filled the air, and
people were walking about. It might be only 9:30 in
the morning, but everything was alive.
I've certainly traveled to Detroit for Masonic
business before, but this time I wasn't at 500
Temple Avenue. Instead, I was at the main Temple
on 3100 Gratiot Avenue.
Who meets here, you may ask?: About
nineteen Lodges, plus the Eastern Star, York Rite,
Scottish Rite, and more. It also holds the oﬃces of
the Grand Lodge--The Most Worshipful Prince
Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of
Michigan.
I was there that day to interview their
Grand Master Ozzie L. Gardner to learn who
exactly are the Prince Hall Masons. Hang around
any Mason, and in the course of Masonic
conversation will come questions about Prince
Hall. I've been a Mason for eighteen years now, and
I remember hearing about them way up in L'Anse,
which is hundreds of miles from the nearest Prince
Hall Masonic Lodge.
Start surfing through the various Masonic
computer bulletin boards, and there are all kinds of
articles about Prince Hall.
There's a problem, however, with all of this
"information." It comes from Masons who are in
no way connected with Prince Hall Masonry. And
sadly, much like the anti-Masonic material in

circulation today, much of what is said isn't true,
but it keeps being repeated in word and print.
That's why, with the permission of Grand
Master Dale Edwards, I made the journey to their
Grand Master to get the facts straight from the
source.
What do you ask of a Grand Master who is
currently considered the head of a "clandestine"
Grand Lodge (even though 13 American Grand
Lodges, plus four Canadian Grand Lodges and the
Grand Lodge of England recognize them)? After
some thought, I decided anything goes.
I got there early for the interview, so I
walked into the oﬃce, where the secretary showed
me into the Grand Master's oﬃce. Grand Master
Gardner hadn't yet arrived, but in the short while I
was there, I carefully looked around the oﬃce. It
didn't look any diﬀerent than one you'd find in
many a Michigan Masonic Temple. The books on
the shelves were Masonic books from Macoy and
other sources that would have easily held a
prominent spot in any Lodge library. Nothing
seemed out of order.
At about 10:00, Grand Master Ozzie L.
Gardner arrived along with Past Grand Master
Clem Dawson. Both are 33 Masons in the Prince
Hall of the Scottish Rite. Both are York Rite
Masons of the Prince Hall. And for the next 2l/2
hours, we discussed Prince Hall Masonry.
Its History
The name Prince Hall comes from the founder
of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge, a freed slave
named Prince Hall, who was made a Mason along
with fourteen other former slaves by an Irish
Military Lodge in 1775.
In 1784, the Grand Lodge of England
chartered African Lodge No. 459 in Boston with
Prince Hall as its first Worshipful Master.
It is after this date that its history gets a bit
fuzzy, even for Prince Hall Masonic scholars. The
Grand Lodge of England didn't receive annual
returns for a number of years, so the Lodge was
dropped. Rather than going out of business, Prince
Hall and his Lodge continued and began to charter
other Lodges. As a result, Prince Hall Masonry has
grown to become a worldwide organization.
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Prince Hall Masonry came to Michigan
twice. The first time was during the middle of the
Civil War when Grand Master James Hinton of
the Grand Lodge of Prince Hall of Indiana
chartered a Lodge in Niles. In 1864, dispensations
were given by Indiana to three Michican Lodges,
and on April 25, 1865, the four Lodges met in Niles
to organize the Grand Lodge of Prince Hall of
Michigan. They held their first meeting in
December of 1866.
Prince Hall Masonry was able to pull oﬀ what
caucasian Masonry had been unable to do: a
national Grand Lodge. Called the National
Compact, it was organized in 1848, and the newly
organized Michigan Prince Hall Grand Lodge was
to become a part of it.
No t e v e r y o n e w a s h a p p y w i t h t h e
National Compact, according to P.G.M. Dawson.
The Grand Lodge of Prince Hall in Ohio was
unhappy, was seeking a way out, and needed allies.
With this agenda, Ohio chartered four Lodges in
Michigan in 1872: Battle Creek, Detroit, Pontiac,
and Grand Rapids. This initiated a split in the
Compact, leading to its eventual demise.
Looking for Recognition
As this new Prince Hall Grand Lodge was
coming into existence, the Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Michigan sought and received from the
Michigan State Legislature articles of
incorporation under the laws of Michigan. That
was in 1873, the same year Prince Hall petitioned
the Grand Lodge of Michigan for recognition.
According to Dawson, they never received
a reply, either positive or negative. Proceedings of
the Grand Lodge of Michigan in 1874 show that
the matter did come before the delegates. On
Januar y 27, 1874, W. Brother L. T. Griffin
"presented a petition from persons styling
themselves as Masons, and a committee of the
'M.W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Ancient York Masons for the State of Michigan,
holding authority from the M.W. National Grand
Lodge of the United States of America' asking for
Masonic recognition by this Grand Lodge."
W. B r o t h e r G r i f f i n s o f f e r e d t h e
following resolution:
"Resolved. That the petition herewith
presented be referred to a special committee (sic)
of five with instructions to investigate the subject

matter therein contained in such manner as they
may deem advisable, and report to this Grand
Lodge at its next annual Communication, what
measures, if any, can be expediently devised to
place under the jurisdiction of this Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge the so-called coloured
Masons of the State, now organized into Lodges,
and thereby secure to them the benefit of its
fellowship and aﬃliation."
On motion the petition was received and
laid upon the table for such consideration. A
motion was then made to reconsider the previous
action, but it failed.
The next day, W. Brother M. M. Atwood
presented a petition for persons claiming to be
Masons, (coloured) and moved that it be referred
to a Special Committee of five for examination
and report." The petitions were received and laid
on the table. A motion was then made to
reconsider this vote, but it lost. The matter then
disappears from Grand Lodge records. A perusal
of Grand Lodge proceedings for 1875 makes no
mention of "coloured Masonry.”
Prince Hall Masonry Today
Prince Hall Masonry looks like our Masonry.
It would be very hard to distinguish the Prince
Hall Grand Lodge from the Grand Lodge of
M i c h i g a n . Pr i n c e Ha l l G r a n d L o d g e i s
independent of all other Grand Lodges, and there
is no longer a national Grand Lodge. Each Lodge
must be chartered by its Grand Lodge, and in
Michigan there are forty-nine Lodges with
approximatel y 3,000 members. The most
northern Lodge in the state is Andrew W. Dungey
No. 52 in Idlewild near Baldwin. There are no
Prince Hall Lodges in the Upper Peninsula,
although the Michigan Prince Hall jurisdiction
covers both peninsulas, according to Grand
Master Gardner. Each Lodge confers three
degrees.
While we did not discuss any Masonic
secrets, this writer did learn that their ritual is the
"Ecci Orienti," or the three-letter key many
Michican Masons carry with them. I had a tour of
the Gratiot Avenue Temple, and their Lodge
rooms look a lot like ours. On the altar, located in
the center of the Lodge room, are the Great
Lights of Masonry. One variation is that the
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Master sits under a canopy supported by two
columns in the East.
Michigan Masons who complain about our
dues wouldn't like the dues structure in Prince Hall
Masonry. Dues average around $10--a month. A
Brother is declared delinquent at six months.
According to Grand Master Gardner, if a
Brother is expelled for nonpayment of dues, his
sponsor in Masonry isn’t expelled along with the
delinquent brother, as some report.
Prince Hall Masonry insists on a strict dress
code: dark suits, black socks, dark shoes, white
shirts and dark ties. According to G.M. Gardner,
this dress code is strictly enforced.
When a man petitions a Prince Hall Lodge,
the Lodge appoints an investigating committee,
and there must be thirty days between degrees.
Stories that it takes one year between degrees and
that the entire Lodge is the investigating
committee are untrue, according to Gardner.
Each candidate does have a catechism to
learn, like that formerly required in the Grand
Lodge of Michigan. Lodges meet twice a month,
once for ritual work and a gain for regular
co m m u n i c a t i o n . L o d g e s m e e t f o r r e g u l a r
communication each month but can suspend work
during the months of December, July, and August.
Refreshments follow the meeting, except at
the time of a Master Mason Degree, when there is
usually a dinner with speeches. A third degree is a
festive occasion. White Prince Hall Masons Grand
Master Gardner noted that they have a number of
white Masons, shattering the idea that Prince Hall
is simply black Masons. There have been several
white men who have served a Prince Hall Lodge as
Worshipful Master, and in the book Black Square
and Compasses, the author noted that there was a
Prince Hall Lodge in New Jersey where every
member but the Secretary was white.
Structure of the Grand Lodge
There are forty-four Prince Hall Grand Lodges
located around the world. Each one is independent,
but they recognize each other. The newest Prince
Hall Grand Lodge is the Prince Hall Grand Lodge
of the Caribbean.
The Michigan Prince Hall Grand Lodge
meets in April for two days, and new oﬀcers are
elected. The Grand Master is elected yearly for a
one-year term. If the Grand Master decides to run

for a fourth term, he must receive two-thirds of the
vote of the delegates.
The moving grand line begins at Grand
Junior Deacon. The non-moving, elected line
includes the Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary,
Grand Lecturer, Grand Marshal and three Grand
Trustees. Appointed Grand Lodge oﬃcers include a
Senior Grand Steward, a Junior Grand Steward,
two assistant Grand Secretaries, a Grand Chaplain,
four assistant Grand Chaplains, a Grand Tyler, an
assistant Grand Tiler, three assistant Grand
Marshals, a Grand Attorney, five assistant Grand
Attorneys, a Grand Pursuivant, a Grand Organist, a
Grand Pianist, a Grand Custodian, and a Grand
Standard Bearer.
Grand Master Gardner said that in the
workings of their Grand Lodge, business is
completed at regular cabinet meetings of the
elected Grand Lodge oﬃcers. The Worshipful
Masters of the subordinate Blue Lodges are invited
and encouraged to attend.
Appendant Prince Hall Bodies
Once a man becomes a Master Mason, he and
his wife are eligible to join the Order of the
Eastern Star. He can petition either the York Rite
or Scottish Rite, even become a Shriner. All of the
bodies resemble and parallel our own Masonic
bodies.
They have no DeMolay, Rainbow, or Job's
Daughters, but their Shrine sponsors youth groups
of their own: the Order of Eyes for Boys and the
Iserettes for girls.
Other "Black" Masonic Grand Lodges
Prince Hall Masonry is not the only ‘black"
Masonic organization, although it is the largest of
the groups and has respect amongst the black
community. Grand Master Gardner and P.G.M.
Dawson noted that there were other "clandestine~
Masonic bodies that have broken oﬀ from their
organization over the years. The Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Michigan does not maintain any
communication with these groups, nor do they
have a list of them. Two such bodies they were
familiar with included the International Masons
and the Fitzpatrick Grand Lodge. A trip down
Gratiot Avenue will reveal a sign proclaiming the
Grand Lodge of Enoch, another pseudo-Masonic
organization. P.G.M. Dawson noted that they did
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not recognize these bodies because none of the
Lodges ever obtained a charter from the Grand
Lodge of England. In their criteria for Masonic
recognition, a Lodge or Grand Lodge must have
been originally chartered by the Grand Lodge of
England or be able to trace its legality through the
mother Grand Lodge.
Dawson noted that these other lodges are
"clandestine" and not “irregular."

Tuesday July 10th

Conclusion
For this writer, the interview contained many
surprises. I had heard much about Prince Hall
Masonry, much of it not true.
The time spent with their Grand Lodge
oﬃcers revealed new light on a subject that has
long been clouded with darkness. Prince Hall
Masonry is like a parallel universe, proclaiming
similar landmarks, ritual and organization. And its
Brethren are tied to a mystic bond that is highly
respected in their communities.
Famous Black Freemasons
A look at who's who of Prince Hall Masonry
reads much like traditional Masonry in the great
men that have or currently occupy the role of
membership.
In t h e b o o k , Gr e a t B l a c k Me n o f
Masonry, by Joseph Mason Andrew Cox, Ph.D,
P.G.M. of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of New York, are listed 269 black men, of
which the vast majority are Prince Hall Masons.
The list includes statesmen, actors, musicians,
writers, athletes and more. Some great men on the
list include Ralph Albernathy, 33; William “Count"
Basie; Alex Haley, 33; Thurgood Marshall, 33;
Edward "Duke" Ellington; Reverend Adam
Clayton Powell; Richard Pr yor; Sugar Ray
Robinson; Booker T. Washington; and Andrew
Young. The Reverend Jesse Jackson, 33, is also a
Shriner. Former Detroit Mayor Coleman Young is
a 33 Mason, and current Detroit Mayor Dennis
Archer has been elected to receive the 33.
The Author is The Reverend and Sir Knight Jan L.
Beaderstadt is a Past Commander of Lake Superior
Commandery No. 30, Marquetle, Michigan, and is
Prelate of Alpena Commandery No. 34, Lincoln,
Michigan.

For more information
contact
scotritehfx@bellaliant.net
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FROM THE SENIOR GRAND WARDEN
Once again my Brothers I thank you for all the kind words and words of wisdom
that I received during my travels over the past year. I am looking forward to serving
you in June, 2018, as Deputy Grand Master. To our outgoing Grand Master, John
Cody, this has been a great year under your leadership. I am very grateful that I had
the opportunity to serve as your Senior Grand Warden and to represent you at
diﬀerent functions. Bravo, Zulu.
To the incoming Grand Master, Jim Luddington, I pledge my support to you,
100%. I know we will have a great year under your leadership and guidance. Our
Grand Lodge will remain in great shape.
George A. Grant
Senior Grand Warden

FROM THE JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN
Brethren;
How fast the year has passed.
Travel in the jurisdiction has given me the opportunity to renew many old
acquaintances and make many new ones. I thank all of you for your advice,
confidence and encouragement.
The opportunities to be with those of you who received recognition for 50, 55, 60 and
70 years of service as well as meritorious service jewels clearly indicated the level of your
commitment. To listen to a recounting of what attracted you to the institution and why it
has continued to play an important part in your lives has been most encouraging.
There have been events of historical importance in several Lodges. Please forgive me if I don’t
reference all but there are two that are worthy of note; the installation of Worshipful Master Verge of
Eureka Lodge by his son on the occasion of the 100 anniversary of his grandfather serving as master of the
Lodge, along with the presentation to the Master of Western Star Lodge (on their 150th anniversary) by
RWB Ross and his son of a medal worn by his father during the 100th anniversary and by his grandfather
during the 50th anniversary of the Lodge, illustrates our heritage and acts as examples of dedication and
service worthy of emulation.
The Annual Communication gives us the opportunity to be involved in decisions that will direct our
Grand Jurisdiction in the years ahead. I ask all of us to make a special eﬀort to be present in Truro on June
1 and 2; I look forward to seeing you there.
Fraternally and Respectively;
John Dollimount
Junior Grand Warden
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FREEMASONRY, ITS TEARS OF FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY

It is a common practice today when attending
our Grand Lodge Annual Communication to
be trapped in foreboding of listening to
visiting Grand Masters speak on the necessity
for change in out time-honoured institution.
Some endeavour to criticize Freemasonry by
making light of those who might be against
change. (I hope I never hear the question
again, “How many Masons does it take to
change a light bulb.”) This theme is obviously
endorsed by our own Grand Masters, (not
including our present Grand Master) who tend
to pattern their addresses after this peer group
and their obvious success in bringing laughter
and derision at the expense of those who
believe that Freemasonry is not only supreme,
but is also the most comprehensive system of
fraternalism in the history of man. However,
there are multitudes of its worldwide
membership, who, on entering into
Speculative Freemasonry, find themselves
unable to grasp or understand the various
phases of the fraternity.
The initial cause of this situation is
t wo f o l d . Fi r s t , i t i s u n d o u b te d l y t h e
magnitude of the ritualistic ceremonies which
are the vehicle of advancement through the
three degrees. They include ancient Biblical
h i s to r y, m y s t i c i s m , s i g n s a n d s e c r e t s ,
symbolism, liberal arts and sciences, and even
lessons from a deep philosophy of life.
Second, it is the diﬃculty of Brethren of
a v e r a g e e d u c a t i o n to u n d e r s t a n d a n d
appreciate Speculative Freemasonry. This
difficulty can therefore be more readily
understood if they seldom, if ever, read of the
glorious history and teachings of our beloved
institution.
The first duty acknowledged by an
Entered Apprentice is to “improve myself in
Masonry.” How many of us truly and sincerely
attempt to discharge this duty? What would
be the success of a lawyer who never again
looked into a law book after his admission to
the Bar; a minister of the Gospel who never

read the Bible after his Ordination; a doctor
who never took up a medical work after
securing his sheepskin, or that of any
profession who does not take up postg r a d u a t i o n s t u d i e s ? A n d y e t we f i n d
Freemasons everywhere pretending to be
Masonic lights who never read Masonic
works? Some of them, perhaps, can glibly
repeat certain portions of the Ritual but could
not give and intelligent Masonic interpretation
of the same to save their lives. Masonic
reading is an essential part of the education of
the Freemason. It is never too late to begin,
but always better to begin early. It is the duty
of the Worshipful Masters to impress this fact
upon newly-made Masons, but if the Masters
themselves are in the class of non-reading
Masons, how can we expect them to give such
wholesome advice? An excellent place to start
is to read and reread the Charge by the newly
initiated Entered Apprentice.
Masonry, to our neighbours to the
South, feel they have come up with the answer.
It is called “Masonic Renewal.” The word
“change” to which I referred in my opening
remarks, is the 21 st centur y version of
reinventing the wheel.
Since being initiated, passed and raised
1948/49, and having received the obligation in
each of the three degrees, I have been forever
conscious of the answer to the question,
“ W h a t I m o s t d e s i r e d ? ” Ha v i n g b e e n
prompted, I replied, in turn “Light, More
Light, and Further Light.”
Reflecting on the Charge given to me
as an Entered Apprentice “During your leisure
hours, that you may improve in Masonic
knowledge, you are to converse with well
informed brethren, who will be always as ready
to give, as you will be to receive, instruction.”
Whether it was myself, in Masonic ignorance,
fearing to ask a question of a well informed
brethren, or how would I recognize such a
person or persons, I continued on my way in
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Masonic darkness. A few years after being
raised a curious thing happened.
I was teaching Sunday School to a class
of young boys when I found, in my Sunday
School Quarterly, a story relating to King
S o l o m o n’s Te m p l e . Fi n d i n g i t m o s t
interesting, I sought permission from the
Worshipful Master of my Lodge to read it in
open Lodge. Not asking to read it himself he
gave me permission to do so. Feeling quite
important, I read the story of King Solomon’s
Temple. It was warmly received and after the
meeting, several Past Masters came to me and
a s ke d m e j u s t w h e r e I d i d I g e t t h i s
interesting bit of information. They seemed
quite surprised when I showed them my
Sunday School Quarterly. I was equally
surprised when, upon being installed as
Worshipful Master, I realized that the story
which I had read in Lodge a few years prior
was, in part, the Inner Work of an Installed
Master. This was the start of my ongoing
search for Masonic Light.
During the 1990s, I decided to try to
provide answers to Light, More Light and
Fu r t h e r L i g h t b y p r e p a r i n g b o o k l e t s ,
explaining in detail, the ritualistic ceremonies
of the three degrees in Masonry. Feeling
moderately successful in this undertaking I
decided to prepare one more booklet, ”Duties
of Progressive Line Oﬃcers.” Imagine my
chagrin upon taking them to an Advisory
Board Meeting of my Lodge that no one
showed the slightest interest in them.
I gathered them up and took them to a
Lodge of which I was, and am, an honorary
member, Woodlawn Lodge No. 131. They
seemed suitably impressed and agreed to have
t h e m p u b l i s h e d , p r o v i d i n g t h e y we r e
approved by Grand Lodge. We therefore
invited the Grand Historian to meet with us
to determine their worth. He accordingly met
with us and, ha ving read them, made
suggestions for minor improvements. His
suggestions were taken into consideration and
he then authorized their publication. The
manner of their being handled after

publication was that, upon being initiated
Enter Apprentice, he would be presented with
the first booklet, Light in Masonry. On being
passed to the degree of Fellowcraft, he would
be presented with the second booklet, more
Light in Masonry, and upon being raised to
the sublime degree of Master Mason he would
bed presented with the third booklet Further
Light in Masonry. With the support of Grand
Lodge and the adoption of this practice I
could see the value of local enlightenment. I
visualized that every Lodge with a Masonically
enlightened membership in which there is
knowledge of origin, fundamentals, evolution
and the true purpose of the Fraternity, would
not only have the spirit, but also the industry
of a fraternal builder. Such an ideal would be
inestimable in value. Freemasonr y so
strengthened would be a dominant radiating
influence for better human relationship
throughout the jurisdiction. Its stabilizing
influence would penetrate into the innermost
recesses of the human mind and thereby
render its members to be more generally
informed.
Can you imagine my utter dismay upon
attending the next annual Communication of
Grand Lodge that my eﬀorts were not
mentioned in the Grand Historian’s annual
report? I see a like situation on Television
where a well known golfer advertises his latest
tips on the game in Golf Digest, staring into
the camera and saying, “…but there’s a catch,
you gotta read it.” Golfing is not unlike
Masonry in this regard. How many golfers
ever read the Rule Book of Golf?. How many
Masons ever read, even one, of the myriad of
Masonic publications available?
Our Grand Lodge must take a greater
interest in Masonry as practiced in this
Jurisdiction. At a recent meeting I attended
which opened on the First Degree the
Worshipful Master, prior to passing a certain
piece of Lodge business said, those in favour,
vote as an Entered Apprentice. There were
members in attendance, senior to myself, who
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never said a word! How does an Entered
Apprentice vote?
On another occasion, the Worshipful
Master said “…he having shown suitable
proficiency in the preceding degree …” When
the degree was completed I spoke to the
Worshipful Master and asked when did this
Fe l l o wc r a f t B r o t h e r d e m o n s t r a te h i s
proficiency in open Lodge? He replied that
he was examined in an adjoining room with a
Past Master present, he was too nervous to do
so in open Lodge. These are but two
examples which necessitates the immediate
attention of Grand Lodge. There are others,
I am sure!
I would like to add the closing remarks
of RW Bro. R. Cerwyn Davis in his Keynote
Address to the Conference of Grand Masters
in North America, held in Hyatt Regency
Crystal City, Arlington, Virginia, February
16-18, 1992.
“…I’m sure that all of you have ideas
which during your term of your oﬃce you will
want to try. You may be disappointed if some
of them do not work out, but let me tell you,
you will de doomed unless you try them. Like
the Church, like the Service Clubs, so also
with Masonry – this is not the brightest day
of our history. In our rituals we speak about
the three great lights of Masonry. I am sure
there are Brethren here from Kentucky today,
and you will be able to verify that what I am
going to say now about Mammoth Cave in
Kentucky. There is a certain point in this
Cave where a Guide turns oﬀ the artificial
lights and allows the heaviness and blackness
of the deep and the darkness to descend upon
the visitors. It is an eerie experience. Once,
when this happened, a small child in a tour
group cried out in fear, and his brother put
his arms around his little brother and said.
“Don’t be afraid, there’s a man here who
knows how to turn the lights on.”
Gentlemen, we are looking to you to
turn the lights on Masonry, as we prepare to
enter the 21st century. There is a story about a

very wise man. People came to him, they
asked him questions, and he always gave the
right answers. But in this little community
there was a boy, who, for some reason,
disliked the wise man, and he decided one day
that he had found a way of asking a question
that the wise man could not possible answer.
And so what the little did, he snared a bird,
and he brought the bird in his hand and he
asked the wise man “Tell me wise man, is this
bird dead or alive?” If the wise man said dead,
the boy would open his hand and let the bird
fly away. If the wise man said alive, the boy
would quickly give his hand one squeeze and
kill the bird. Strangely, the wise man did not
look at the bird, but rather at the boy, and he
said quietly, “My boy, you ask me whether the
bird is dead or alive – it is whatever you want
it to be!” It’s in your hand.”
What will Masonry be like as we enter
the 21st century. It will be whatever yopu
want it to be! If you want it to be alive – it
will be alive. If you want it dead – it will be
dead. Brethren, it is in your hands.
What can we do to keep Masonry
alive? If it is necessary to hold Conferences
of Grand Masters in North America, surely
there is a like need in Nova Scotia to hold
conferences for Junior Wardens, Senior
Wardens and Worshipful Masters. A Junior
Wa r d e n’s c o n f e r e n c e w o u l d b e t h e
responsibility of the Junior Grand Warden. A
Senior Warden’s Conference would be the
responsibility of the Senior Grand Warden
and the Worshipful Master’s Conference
would be the responsibility of the Deputy
Grand Master. These conferences could be
held concurrently or one following the other.
Those wishing to run for Grand Lodge
Oﬃce should have an agenda which would be
promulgated throughout the Jurisdiction.
When election time comes at the Grand
Lodge Communication, voters would be able
to render an educated decision on who best
could lead our Grand Lodge. For too long we
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have been supporting those who would appear
to have a hidden agenda
Masonic Service Associations are alive
and well in the United States. Perhaps it is
time for such a program to be introduced in
our Jurisdiction.
The year 2006 is rapidly approaching.
This is the 400th anniversary of the Masonic
stone found in 1827 on the shores of the
Annapolis Basin bearing the date 1606 and
what is believed to be the square and
compasses of a Mason. Should not Grand
Lodge pursue this fact with the possibility of
having a postage stamp prepared by the
Canadian Post Oﬃce, or a coin minted by our
National Mint bearing a picture of the stone
with the date and square and compasses
clearly visible?
In closing, let me comment on the
indestructibility of Freemasonry.
The society in which we live is not
governed by imperative or unchangeable laws.
All of its rules of action may be changed
t o m o r r o w. It s v e r y f o u n d a t i o n s a r e
perishable. The motives and interests operate
with the force of public opinion, and, like the
vigor of a storm, die exhausted. A calm
follows till a new agitation begins. This
unrest is the mark of society; its causes need
not be explained.
This unrest cannot live in the Masonic
Fraternity. The Freemason leaves at its
portals every profane element that can disturb
the harmony, attack the unity, divide the
fraternity, or excite discord. So it has been, so
it is now, and so it will ever be while
Freemasons live in obedience to the principles
which they voluntary accept and adree upon
being initiated into Freemasonry.
The power of this self-imposed
obedience is life-long. At every meeting of a
Lodge this obedience is reiterated as the rule
and guide of the Mason’s conduct, the basis of
his actions, the object of his love, reverence
and respect. He could no more hope to be

beyond its reach than to be able to renounce
his obligation to it.
The ties that thus bind us are
indissoluble. No human authority can oppose
them. Neither Pope nor Parliament can
absolve from obedience to them. They were
not made or entered into from idle curiosity,
from inducements of those who would
convert, or from other than the truest,
sincerest, and purest motives. How then can
it be otherwise in this great, glorious, ancient
and honourable Fraternity. Peace and
harmony must live and govern in our Lodges.
Thus it is that our Fraternity has withstood all
the opposition it has met in ages past.
So, too, it will continue in the future.
It is our heritage. We of the Craft today have
so received it. We are bound to preserve and
conserve it. The generations to come will
hold us responsible and accountable for this
high trust. If every Mason knows, believes,
feels, and understands his duty, Freemasonry
will survive, not one jot, not one title should
ever be changed.
If any calamity, destroying power, or
indiﬀerence in belief or opinion seeks to
come to the Craft, tears of Faith will screen
us. If any trouble forces within endeavour to
blind us by denying truth, falsifying every
dictate of faith and honour, tears of Hope will
shield us. If our sublime institution be put in
peril, its traditions obscured or its
foundations weakened, this unpardonable
crime will be blotted out and tears of Charity
will shelter us.
The words written on these pages will stand
for all to see!
Author:
Robert Walker
PGH
RWBro. Walker was a member of Eastern Star
Lodge and was well known as a writer and mentor
on masonic subjects throughout the Jurisdiction.-Ed
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AN ERRING BROTHER

SHORT TALK BULLETIN - Vol.IV October, 1926
No.10
Next to the word Mother, no word in our
language has more meaning and music in it
than the word Brother. It is from above, and it
reaches to the deep places of the heart. It is
religion on its human side; and in it lies the
hope of humanity. The highest dream of the
prophets is of a time when men shall be
Brothers.
When used Masonically, the word
Brother has a depth and tenderness all its own,
unique and is beautiful beyond words. It tells of
a tie, mystical but mighty, which Masonry spins
and weaves between man and man, which no
one can define and few can resist. In time of
sorrow it is a tether of sympathy and a link of
loyalty.
Of course, like all other words, it is
common enough, and may be glibly used
without regard to its real meaning. Like the
word God, it may be a coin worn smooth, or a
flower faded. But when its meaning is actually
and fully felt, no other word is needed among
us, except on occasions of high Masonic
Ceremony, when we add the word Worshipful,
or some other term of title or rank.
No other word has a finer import or a
more ample echo, expressive of the highest
relationship in which dignity and devotion
unite. If we are really Brothers, all the rest may
go by the board, save for sake of ceremony. If
we are not truly Brothers, all titles are empty
and of no avail. For that reason, to omit the
word Brother when speaking Masonically is not
only a lack of courtesy, but shows a want of
fineness of feeling.
What does the word Brother mean,
Masonically? It means the adoption of a man
into an inner circle of friendship, by a moral
and spiritual tie as close and binding as the tie
of common birth and blood between two
brothers in a family. Nothing else, nothing less;
and this implies a diﬀerent attitude the one to
the other - related not distant, united not
opposed, natural and unrestrained - wherein are
revealed what the old writers used to call The

Happy and Beneficial Eﬀects of our Ancient
and Honorable Institution.
Since this is so, surely we ought to
exercise as much caution and judgment in
bringing a new member into the Lodge as we
do in inviting an outsider into the family circle.
Carelessness here is the cause of most of our
Masonic ills, frictions and griefs. Unless we are
assured beyond all reasonable doubt that a man
is a brotherly man to whom Masonry will
appeal, and who will justify our choice, we
ought not to propose his name or admit him to
our fellowship.
Still, no man is perfect; and the Lodge is
a moral workshop in which the rough Ashlar is
to be polished for use and beauty. If the Lodge
had been too exacting, none of us would have
gained admission. At best we must live together
in the Lodge, as elsewhere, by Faith, Hope and
Charity; else Masonry will be a failure. The
Brotherly Life may be diﬃcult, but it is none
the less needful. Our faith in another way may
be repelled, or even shattered - what then?
Nothing in life is sadder than the pitiful
moral breakdowns of good men, their blunders
and brutalities. Who knows his own heart, or
what he might do under terrible trial or
temptation? Often enough qualities appear or
emerge of which neither man himself or his
friends were aware, and there is a moral wreck.
Some Defect of Will or Taint of Blood, some
hidden yellow streak, some dark sin shows
itself, and there is disaster. A man highly
respected and deeply loved goes down suddenly
like a tree in a storm, and we discover under the
smooth bark that the inside was rotten. What
shall we do? Of course, in cases of awful crime
the way is plain, but we have in mind the erring
Brother who does injury to himself, his Brother
or the Lodge. An old Stoic teacher gave a good
rule, showing us that much depends on the
handle with which we take hold of the matter.
If we say, My Brother has INJURED me, it will
mean one thing. If we say, My BROTHER has
injured Me, it will mean another; and that is
what the Brotherly Life means, if it means
anything.
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Every Master of a Lodge knows how
often he is asked to arraign a Brother, try him
and expel him from the Fraternity. It is easy to
be angry and equally easy to be unjust. If he is a
wise Master, he will make haste slowly. There is
need of tact, patience; and, above all sympathy
- since all good men are a little weak and a little
strong, a little good and a little bad; and anyone
may lose his way, befogged by passion or
bewitched by evil. It is a joy to record that
Masons, for the most part, are both gentle and
wise in dealing with a Brother who has
stumbled along the way. Masonic charity is not
a myth; it is one of the finest things on earth.
What shall we do? If we see a Brother
going wrong in Masonry, or in anything else Spoiling his Work, as the old Masons used to
say - well, we must take him aside and talk to
him gently, man to man, Brother to Brother;
and show him the right way. He may be

ignorant, weak or even ugly of spirit - driven by
some blind devil as all of us are apt to be - and
if so our tact and Brotherly kindness may be
tested and tried; but more often than otherwise
we can win him back to sanity.
Have you heard a tale about a Brother, a
suggestion of a doubt, an innuendo about his
character, some hearsay story not to his credit?
If so, did you stand up for him, ask for proof, or
invite suspension of judgment until the facts
could be heard; remembering that it is your
duty as a Mason to defend a Brother in his
absence? Such things are seldom said in his
presence. It is not fair to tell him what is being
said and learn his side of the tale? If we fail in
our duty in such matters we fail of being a true
Brother.
When we have learned the truth and
have to face the worst, what then? Long ago we
knew an old Mason, long since gone to the
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Great Lodge, who was chided by a Brother for
continuing to trust a man they both knew was
taking advantage of the kindness shown him.
The old man replied:
Yes, but you never know; I may touch
the right chord in is heart yet. He is not wholly
bad, and some day, perhaps when Im dead and
gone, he will hear the music and remember.
And he did!
Hear the music? Ah, if we would hear it
we must listen and wait, after we have touched
the right chord. And if the right chord is In Us
something in him will respond, if he be not
utterly dead of soul! If he does respond, then
you will have gained a friend who will stick
closer than a Brother. If he does not respond and, alas, sometimes they do not - then we
must admit, with a heart bowed down, that we
have done our best, and failed. Some inherent
failing, some blind spot, has led him astray,
dividing him from us by a gulf we cannot
bridge.
So a Mason should treat his Brother
who goes astray; not with bitterness, nor yet
with good-natured easiness, nor with worldly
indiﬀerence, nor with philosophic coldness; but
with pity, patience and loving-kindness. A
moral collapse is a sickness, loss, dishonor in
the immortal part of man. It is the darkest
disaster, worse than death, adding misery to
guilt. We must deal faithfully but tenderly,
firmly but patiently with such tragedies.
It is facts such as these which show us
what charity, in a far deeper sense than
monitory gifts, really means. It is as delicate as
it is diﬃcult in that we are all men of like
passions and temptations. We all have that
within us which, by a twist of perversion, might
lead to awful ends. Perhaps we have done acts,
which, in proportion to the provocation, are
less excusable than those of a Brother who
grieves us by his sin. Judge not lest ye
yourselves be judged. Truly it was a wise saying,
not less true today than when the old Greek
uttered it long ago, Know Thyself. Because we
do not know ourselves, it behooves us to put
ourselves under the spell of all the influences
God is using for the making of men, among
which the Spirit of Masonry is one of the
gentlest, wisest and most benign. If we let it

have its way with us it will build us up in virtue,
honor and charity; softening what is hard and
strengthening what is weak.
If a n e r r i n g B r o t h e r m u s t b e
condemned, he must also be deeply pitied. God
pities him; Christ died for him; Heaven waits
to welcome him back with joy. He has done
himself a far deeper injury than he has done
anyone else. In pity, prayer and pain let our
hearts beat in harmony with all the powers God
is using for his recovery. There remaineth Faith,
Hope and Charity; but the greatest of these is
Charity.
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CDMA VARIETY SHOW

A Cumberland District Masonic Association
Variety Show was held in River Hebert on
Saturday, April 14, 2018. The well attended
show was at the King Edward Lodge Hall for
the purpose of raising money for the CDMA’s
2018 charity.
All proceeds from the show is to be
donated, along with a 3-to-1 matching of funds
by the N.S. Freemason’s Shared Funding
Program, to the 4H Clubs of Cumberland
County.
The eight lodges in the county were
asked to each send an act, musical or
otherwise, to take part in the show. Of the
lodges that were able to participate, we had a
show that lasted nearly three hours.
Here is a list of those acts and their
members who took part in the show:
Representing King Edward Lodge #86
– Brandon McLellan on acoustic guitar
– Joanie Linkletter vocalist
– Roy Pettigrew as “Elvis Presley”
Representing Alexandra Lodge #87
– Tenique Ross on keyboard and ukulele
Representing Laurie Lodge #70

– Amos Margeson & Grant Jackson on guitars
– The Margeson Family (Lyda, Emma, Eryn
and Amos Margeson)
– The Laurie Players (Amos Margeson, Archie
St. Peter, Stephen Hibberts, Justin Simons,
Murray Scott)
Representing Wimburn Lodge #75
– Carl Adams on bass guitar
– Bob Ward on acoustic guitar
Representing Widow’s Son Lodge #48
– Fish & Chips (Stephen Wells & Chris Sharp
on acoustic guitar and accordion)
The evening was a great success and
enjoyed by all. Between the admission price of
$5.00 and the 50/50 Draw that was held, we
realized $600 that will be added to the
CDMA’s charity fund for the year.
Special thanks needs to be made to our
MC for the night, RW Bro. Alan Linkletter,
who is also the chairperson of our CDMA,
and to Bro. Roy Pettigrew, our sound manager
for the show.
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IN AND AROUND THE JURISDICTION

John Albro Lodge #122, Open
Installation, March 31,2018
Everything which tends to
combine men by stronger ties
is useful to humanity; in this
point of view, Masonry is entitled
to respect
Joseph Jerome de Lalande

Bro Peter Douglas, 98
Birthday Party , April 7,2018
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Grand Master Banquet, April 7,2018
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CW Saunders #125, Installation, April 18,2018

Wentworth Lodge #108, Regular Meeting, April 19,2018. Wentworth Lodge drape a Hockey Stick for the 16
that lost their lives in the bus accident in Saskatchewan. Bro Maurice David received his PM Jewel and
Diploma.Also Bro Bert Thompson presented Bro Drew Boulton with his late fathers MM Apron. And last
Bro Quentin Hardy won the Rubber Boot trophy. Great night.
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Wentworth Lodge making a Oﬃcial Visit to Woodlawn Lodge, May 10,2018

Last September the Hants District Association decided to work on a Joint project that would benefit a
worthy cause in the District. It was decided that Windsor Hospital should be the recipient of any funds
raised. It was with great pleasure that the Brothers of Hants District presented on behalf of the Masonic
Foundation a cheque for twenty seven thousand dollars to the Windsor Hospital Foundation to assist them
in purchasing a centrifuge unit. Brothers from Welsford, Poyntz, W.D.Lawrence, C.W.Saunders, Uniacke
and Shore Lodges were present with special guests: Bro. Chuck Porter, MLA for Hants; Mrs. Sheri Parker,
Windsor Community Hospital Administrator; Sue Jackson, Lab Manager; and Mr. Andrew Kirk,
Windsor Hospital Foundation.
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Bedford Lodge (Red Cross Defibrillator Training)
Bedford Lodge #104, John Albro Lodge #122 and George
S. Wright Chapter #27, teamed up together and bought a
Red Cross Defibrillator for their lodge building. St John
Ambulance came in to give a course on how to use it. A
great day of fellowship and training.

Getting ready for Cuba! The brothers met at Bedford Lodge hall on Saturday April 21st, to go through the massive donation of
new clothing ready for their trip to Cuba in May. A generous benefactor provided a variety of clothes for all ages and sexes for
the Nova Scotia party to take to the lodges of Cuba on their yearly visit. The problem of transporting such a large amount is a
problem they are happy to wrestle with!

PAGE 28

THE NOVA SCOTIA FREEMASON

VOL.7 ISSUE 6

Cornwallis Lodge #95, Installation, April 21,2018

WBro. James Logan, newly installed
master.

RWBro. Fraser and VWBro. Ross
receiving their Meritorious Service
Awards at the Cornwallis
Installation

Two visitors from the Grand
Lodge of Scotland,,
Right Worshipful Brothers
Mark and Eric Johnstone of
Lodge St John No.189 Castle
Douglas ,GLS. father and son,
were presented with
certificates of appreciation
from VWBro. Ross. On a
number of occasions they have
visited Cornwallis Lodge in
past years.
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This beautiful Quaich was presented to WBro.Logan as a
gift for Cornwallis Lodge from Right Worshipful
Brothers Mark and Eric Johnstone of Lodge St John No.
189 Castle Douglas on the registrar of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland at the Installation.Quaichs are a special kind of
shallow two-handled drinking cup or bowl in Scotland. It
derives from the Scottish Gaelic cuach (Scottish Gaelic
pronunciation: [kʰuəx]) meaning a cup.
Commemorative quaichs awarded as prizes, or given as
gifts, are more commonly made of silver. These prize cups
are rarely used for actual drinking. The quaich was used
for whisky or brandy, and in the 19th century the famous
Freemason Sir Walter Scott dispensed drams in silver
quaichs.

Shore Lodge #134, Installation, April 16,2018

Cornwallis Lodge
#95 Drama, April,
17,2018
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The aims of Freemasonry are not limited to
one form of operation, or one mode of
benevolence. Its object is at once moral
and social. It proposes both to cultivate the
mind and enlarge and purify the heart
Rev. J.O. Skinner

Look out for
a Special
Issue on the
Cuba Trip
coming soon!
Congratulations to Barry Verge, who was installed
as Master of Eureka Lodge, 100 years after his
Grandfather Capt. Howard Verge was installed as
Master of the very same Lodge.

Excellent turnout from Cornwallis Lodge 95 to our
District Church service
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Queen Lodge #34, Installation, May 5,2018,

St Margaret's Lodge #118, Installation, May 2,2018, and
the presentation of the Meritorious Service Award to
RWBro. ………………..
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Virgin Lodge #3, Installation,
April, 23,2018

Bedford Lodge 104 and the Masonic
Foundation of Nova Scotia presented
$10,000 to SeaStar Child and Youth
Advocacy Centre via the IWK
Foundation! This gift helps SeaStar to
provide one-stop, coordinated support
to more children and youth in the
community who may have experienced
trauma and abuse.
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It was an outstanding meeting tonight as Welsford Lodge No. 26 presented a $10,000 grant from the Masonic Foundation of
Nova Scotia to the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo Tickets for Youth Program.
(pictured l-r) R. Wor. Bro. Kelly W. Hancock, GHist., Wor. Bro. Darren P. Lynch, WM, R. Wor. Bro. Roger E. Bronson,
DDGM Hants County District, Mr. Tom Peet, Director RNSIT, Ms. Jennie King, Executive Producer RNSIT, and V. Wor.
Bro. Frank Reinhardt, PGPurs. V. Wor. Bro. Reinhardt was a member of the original Canadian Forces Tattoo which toured
the country as part of Canada's centennial celebrations in 1967. Welsford Lodge is proud to be able to support this great charity
which provides tickets for kids to see a performance of the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo.
Well done Brothers

Eastern Light Lodge
#72, Installation,
May12,2018
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17 Brethren of Wentworth
attended Sackville #137 for a
Oﬃcial Visit on May 14.

DDGM (Centre) RW Bro.
Graeme Bales, with DGDC (Left)
VW Bro. Tom Reid and DGC
(Right) VW Bro. Kevin Wood at
Wimburn Lodge #75, Wednesday,
May 26, 2018 where they
witnessed a Third Degree.
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Ten Brothers of Cornwallis Lodge No.95 conducted an official visit to Harmony Lodge No.52 on April 3rd. The
brethren of Cornwallis enjoyed an evening of excellent Masonic ritual culminating in three Fellow Craft, one
being from Cornwallis, receiving the first part of their third degree. The new brothers had a special evening with
the Deputy Grand Master and Grand Lecturer in attendance for their degree work.

˝

R.W.Bro. Frederick Neuman
Laurie Lodge No.7 ˝

V.W.Bro.Duncan Young˝
May it be their portion to hear
those words
“Well done, thou good and faithful
servant”

Welsford Lodge No.26˝
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